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W E L C O M E

Hey from Highway 420.
This isn't a sales pitch. It's the cheat sheet we wish someone had handed us before our

first percolator bong purchase. If you read it cover to cover, you'll know more than 90%

of bong shoppers — and you'll buy your next piece based on what actually fits you, not

what looked best on someone else's shelf.

"There are two kinds of bong shoppers. The first kind walks in and buys the prettiest

piece on the wall. The second kind reads a cheat sheet like this one. We'd really like

you to be the second kind."
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S E C T I O N  O N E

The 60-Second Buyer Quiz
Answer five quick questions. Track your most-frequent letter (A, B, C, or D). Your buyer

profile is on page 8, with a perc match and an honest price tier.

Q U E S T I O N  0 1  ·  E X P E R I E N C E

When you imagine yourself using a bong, you're…

A  Brand new — this is my first piece B  A few pieces in, ready to upgrade

C  Experienced — I want a flagship D  Casual — gift / occasional use

Q U E S T I O N  0 2  ·  L U N G S

Be honest — how's your lung capacity?

A  Limited — I cough easily B  Average — I do fine with most pieces

C  Big lungs — bring on the drag D  Honestly haven't thought about it

Q U E S T I O N  0 3  ·  M A T E R I A L

What are you mostly going to use it for?

A  Flower only B  Both flower and concentrates

C  Concentrates / dabs primarily D  Not sure yet

Q U E S T I O N  0 4  ·  C L E A N I N G

How often will you actually clean it?

A  Honestly? Almost never B  Every couple of weeks

C  Weekly — I'm a clean-glass person D  Whenever I notice it's dirty

Q U E S T I O N  0 5  ·  B U D G E T

What's your honest budget ceiling?

A  Under $80 — entry tier B  $80 to $200 — best ROI tier

C  $200 to $500 — flagship territory D  Whatever works — show me options

S C O R I N G  S I M P L E

Tally your A's, B's, C's, and D's. Your most-frequent letter is your buyer profile. Tied between two

letters? Read both on page 8 and pick the one that feels closer.
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S E C T I O N  T W O

The Iron Triangle of Perc Design
Every percolator on the market is a deliberate trade-off between three competing

priorities. You can't max out all three. Once you accept this, perc shopping gets

dramatically simpler — you just decide which two corners matter most to you.

D I F F U S I O N
smoothness

pick two.
the third is the trade-off.

D R A G
lung effort

C L E A N I N G
maintenance

More diffusion = smoother hits

Smaller, denser bubbles cool the smoke faster and

filter more particulates. But higher diffusion always

means higher drag and harder cleaning.

Less drag = easier to clear

Bigger holes and simpler geometry mean you don't

have to pull as hard. The trade-off is less

aggressive cooling.

Easier cleaning = lower maintenance

Open geometry without intricate welds. The trade-

off is fewer bubbles and less drama.

T H E  R U L E
A clean cheap bong outperforms a dirty expensive one. Match the

perc to your actual lung capacity and cleaning rhythm — not your

budget ceiling.

Why this matters: most people overspend on diffusion they can't actually use. A $90 single honeycomb beats a $300 stereo

matrix for someone who can't comfortably clear a stereo matrix.
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S E C T I O N  T H R E E

The Lung Capacity Self-Test
This is the single most overlooked factor in bong buying — and the #1 reason expensive

pieces end up unused. Match the perc to your lungs, not the influencer who sold you on

the piece.

T I E R  1  ·  L I M I T E D You cough easily, have asthma, or smaller lung volume

→ Quick test: Can you blow up a balloon in one continuous breath without pausing?

Your perc tier: Single honeycomb · Single ratchet · Single inline · Single showerhead. Stay under

one perc until you've owned a piece for a few months and know your tolerance.

T I E R  2  ·  A V E R A G E You're most adult buyers — capable, not superhuman

→ Quick test: Can you hold your breath comfortably for 30 seconds?

Your perc tier: Double honeycomb · Single tree · Showerhead + inline combo · Single matrix ·

Turbine. Two-stage filtration is your sweet spot.

T I E R  3  ·  H I G H Athletes, swimmers, experienced smokers, big lungs

→ Quick test: Can you clear a 14-inch beaker bong in one steady pull?

Your perc tier: Stereo matrix · Triple honeycomb · Fritted disc (flower only) · Multi-perc combos ·

Anything you want, frankly. The drag is fine for you.

P R O  T I P
If you can borrow a friend's bong with your target perc style, try

clearing it before you buy. One real test beats every spec sheet ever

written.
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S E C T I O N  F O U R

Every Perc, At a Glance
A no-nonsense reference table. Diffusion, drag, and cleaning ratings for the 12 perc

types you'll actually encounter while shopping. Pin this section.

P E RC  T Y P E DI FFUS I ON DRAG C LE AN I N G BE S T  FOR

Honeycomb HIGH LOW EASIER Most people · best balance

overall

Showerhead MEDIUM LOW EASIER Beginners · all-rounders

Inline LOW-MED LOW EASY First stage in multi-perc setups

Tree VERY

HIGH

MEDIUM HARD Smoothness chasers · careful

owners

Matrix / Birdcage MAXIMUM HIGH HARD Experienced · big lung capacity

Fritted Disc MAXIMUM VERY

HIGH
HARD FLOWER ONLY · clogs with

concentrates

Turbine MEDIUM LOW MODERATE Style-conscious · splash

protection

UFO / Dome HIGH MEDIUM MODERATE Two-stage filtration in one bong

Swiss MEDIUM LOW MODERATE Aesthetic-driven buyers

Ratchet MEDIUM-

HIGH
LOW EASY Bubblers · dab rigs · ash

catchers

Donut MEDIUM LOW EASY Splash protection finisher

Glycerin Coil MEDIUM MEDIUM FREQUENT Cough-sensitive · maximum

cooling

!
READ  THIS  BEFORE BUYING A FRITTED  DISC

Fritted discs are the smoothest perc on the market — and the most fragile to concentrate

residue. They clog within days if you dab. Flower only, or skip it.
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S E C T I O N  F I V E

Cleaning Reality Check + Critical
Don'ts
A dirty perc actively ruins your bong — kills diffusion, multiplies drag, ruins flavor.

Honest cleaning rhythms matter more than how expensive your piece is.

T H E  W E E K LY  D E E P  C L E A N F R E Q U E N C Y  B Y  P E R C  T Y P E

⚠

NEVER  USE BOILING WATER

The biggest mistake new perc owners make. Borosilicate glass is durable, but the welds

inside percolators are thermally fragile. Boiling water cracks them invisibly — your bong will

look fine, then fail. Warm water only. Always.

F I V E  W AY S  T O  K I L L  Y O U R  B O N G F I V E  W AY S  T O  E X T E N D  I T S  L I F E

Pour out the water immediately after every

session — never let it sit

→

Add 91%+ isopropyl alcohol + a generous

tablespoon of coarse salt (Epsom or

kosher)

→

Plug both ends with bong stoppers (or your

thumbs, in a pinch)

→

Shake gently — let the salt do the abrasive

work

→

Soak 15–30 minutes for stubborn perc resin→

Rinse with warm water until no alcohol smell

remains

→

Fritted disc: every 3–5 sessions→

Honeycomb: every 5–8 sessions→

Tree / matrix / jellyfish: every 5–7 sessions→

Inline / showerhead / donut: every 7–10

sessions

→

Glycerin coils: every 2–3 sessions, then re-

freeze

→

Boiling water on a perc — instant invisible

cracks

✕

Letting water sit in the chamber overnight✕

Aggressive scrubbing on tree perc arms —

they snap

✕

Skipping the rinse after iso/salt cleaning✕

Using a fritted disc with concentrates —

clogs in days

✕

Add a removable ash catcher — pre-filters

debris

→

Use bong plugs for splash-free shake

cleaning

→

Store on a stable, padded surface — never

on a wobbly shelf

→

Replace water at the start of each session→

Travel with the downstem and bowl removed

and wrapped

→
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S E C T I O N  S I X

Your Buyer Profile
Look up the letter you tallied most often on the quiz (page 3). Tied? Read both — you're

a hybrid, and either profile will land you in the right zone.

A
M O S T LY

The Cautious Beginner

You're new to bongs, throat-sensitive, budget-conscious, low-maintenance.

Your match: Single honeycomb or single showerhead bong, 10–14 inches, $60–120.
Skip multi-perc anything for now. Add a basic ash catcher to extend cleaning intervals.

B
M O S T LY

The Balanced Upgrader

You've owned a piece or two, you know what you like, you want a real upgrade.

Your match: Double honeycomb, single tree perc, or showerhead + inline combo.

$120–220. This is the ROI sweet spot — you'll feel a meaningful jump in smoothness
without overpaying for diffusion you can't use.

C
M O S T LY

The Flagship Buyer

You're experienced, you have the lungs for it, you want a centerpiece.

Your match: Stereo matrix, triple honeycomb, multi-perc flagship, or a glycerin coil

system. $250–500+. Make sure you can clear it comfortably before you commit. The

"wow" factor doesn't matter if it sits unused.

D
M O S T LY

The Honest "Not Sure Yet"

You haven't bought yet, you don't know what you don't know, you want a safe pick.

Your match: Single honeycomb beaker bong, 12 inches, $80–120, with a removable

downstem. It's the perc most people end up keeping after they've owned a few bongs

anyway — you're just skipping the trial-and-error phase.

R E A L  T A L K
No matter your profile, your cleaning rhythm matters more than

perc complexity. A clean Tier 1 perc always outperforms a dirty Tier

3 perc.
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S E C T I O N  S E V E N

Highway 420's Honest Picks
Categories, not specific products — because our inventory shifts. Visit highway420.com

to see current matches in each tier. These are the categories we'd point our own

friends to.

B E S T  F I R S T  B O N G

Category: Single honeycomb beaker · 10–14"

Price tier: $60–120

Why we pick it: Forgiving, easy to clean, low

drag, real diffusion improvement over a basic

bong. The piece most people wish they'd

bought first.

B E S T  U N D E R  $ 1 0 0

Category: Single honeycomb or single

showerhead

Price tier: $80–100

Why we pick it: Highest ROI in our entire

catalog. You don't get meaningfully better hits

by spending 3× more — you just get more

drag.

B E S T  P R E M I U M  M U LT I - P E R C

Category: Inline + tree, or double-honeycomb

Price tier: $180–280

Why we pick it: Two-stage filtration that's

smoother than any single-perc bong without

going overboard on drag. The serious-smoker

upgrade that's actually worth it.

B E S T  F O R  C O N C E N T R AT E S

Category: Showerhead dab rig (avoid fritted)

Price tier: $90–180

Why we pick it: Larger slits resist concentrate

clog. Smaller chambers concentrate vapor for

better flavor. Designed for your material, not

retrofitted from a flower bong.

B E S T  F O R  C O U G H E R S

Category: Glycerin coil bong

Price tier: $120–250

Why we pick it: Frozen glycerin holds cold

longer than ice. The hit feels closer to cold air

than warm vapor. If you've been chasing the

"smooth" feeling other bongs don't deliver, this

is the answer.

B E S T  S H O W P I E C E

Category: Stereo matrix · turbine · artisan

Price tier: $250–500+

Why we pick it: When the bong is going on the

shelf as a centerpiece. Just be honest with

yourself about lung capacity before committing

— these are flagship-level drag.
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Y O U R  R E W A R D  F O R  R E A D I N G

Take $15 Off
Your First Order.
You read the whole cheat sheet. You know more than 90% of bong shoppers. The least

we can do is put $15 back in your pocket when you put what you learned into action.

C O D E

C H E A T S H E E T 1 5
$15 OFF ORDERS OF $75 OR MORE · ONE-TIME USE · NO EXPIRATION

01 Read the full pillar guide

highway420.com/blog/complete-guide-bong-percolators

02 Browse pieces by your buyer profile

highway420.com/percolator-bongs

03 Watch us break percs down on TikTok

@highway420glass · side-by-side perc tests, cleaning ASMR, real reviews

04 Email us with questions

hello@highway420.com · honest answers, no upsell pressure

THANK  YOU  FOR  READING  · HIGHWAY  420  · MAKE THE RIGHT  CALL


